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On Wednesday, February 1st, Tammy 
Barker, second in command at The Cat 
House, answered the phone that seems 
to never stop ringing.  A party was calling 
to report there were friendly kittens be-
ing neglected or abused outside a shack 
someone called home.  Tammy immedi-
ately drove 40 minutes to the address she 
was given. When she drove up, she real-
ized she should have brought 
someone to back her up as 
the condition of the dwelling, 
with broken down cars and 
trash strewn everywhere, 
did not look like a place she 
would be welcome.

As she got out of the car, 
three kittens and a mom cat 
ran up to her.  One of the 
kittens had an eye hanging 
out of its socket by a thread. 
Tammy gathered the kittens 
and put them into a carrier.  
The mama cat and an older kitten were not 
as cooperative, so Tammy put out some 
food for them and netted them when they 
came to eat it.  Into carriers they went, 
but Tammy saw one more cat, an old tom 

with a bleeding ear and a beat up face.  
Tammy was out of carriers, but a card-
board box would have to do. The old tom 
sat quietly in the box and seemed to know 
he was going to a better place. Tammy 
could hear other 
cats inside the 
house, but was 
afraid to con-

front whoever was 
living in these deplor-

able conditions.  Tammy contacted the 
local authorities to come back for the cats 
in the house.

Tammy drove the 40 minutes back to The 

Cat House with some trepidation.  She 
hadn’t told Lynea where she was going, 
and knew it would be expensive to save 
these animals, and money, as always, 
was in short supply. She need not have 

worried about 
Lynea’s pos-
sible dis-
a p p r o v a l .  
Lynea took 
one look at 
her cargo, 
started giv-
ing direc-
tions and ev-
eryone shot 
into action, 
tending to 
the wounded 
and mak-
ing sure all 
were put into 

warm cages with food and water. There 
was never any question, or hesitation on 
Lynea’s part. These animals needed help 
and they were going to get it no matter 
the cost.

Just another day at The Cat House on the Kings
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What a great place to work!
Lush Cosmetic has been a supporter of The Cat House on 
the Kings through their “Charity Pots” program (in which 
100% of the funds goes to a particular charity).  Lush 
is located in Vancouver, Canada and ships worldwide.  
Through their 3 Wishes program, they granted employee 
Emily McMananma’s wish to fly out to The Cat House on 
the Kings for several days of volunteering! What a great 
way to treat their employees and encourage community 
service. 

Lush is an environmentally conscious company which 
hand  makes quality cosmetics using absolutely NO ani-
mal testing.  Check out their offerings on: http://www.lush-
usa.com/A-LUSH-Life/about-us,en_US,pg.html

THANK YOU LUSH, FOR BRINGING US EMILY.  What a 
joy it was to have her here!

Lynea is pictured with future entrepreneurs, 
Bryanna, Riley and Danny Richardson who 
made and sold bracelets at their schools to 
raise funds ($51.63) for the animals at The Cat 
House on the Kings.  Not pictured is mother, 
Brooke Richardson, who is doing a wonderful 
job raising such generous and motivated chil-
dren!  Thank you!

Kids Help the Cat House
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Lin Faurie, left, Cat House Board member is shown with Emily as 
they get ready to depart for her flight back to Vancouver.

By Friday, two days after the rescue, the 
baby with the bad eye came out of sur-
gery looking much better and is expected 
to make a full recovery.  The staff has 
named him “Jack Sparrow” and he has 
been transferred to a shelter in Van Nuys, 
CA. 

The mom was spayed the following Mon-
day, and she is keeping her babies warm 
and happy.  The injured tom cat with the 

ear and facial injuries is recovering in the 
ICU, eating and flirting with all the staff. 

Sadly, events like this happen all too reg-
ularly.  If Tammy hadn’t made that drive 
these six cats would surely have died a 
horrible death (there were several cat 
carcasses strewn about the property).  
Let us know if you’d like to sponsor one 
of these kitties (or better yet, give them a 
forever home). 



I WANT TO SPONSOR A CAT 
FOR $15 PER MONTH

Build-A-Bear Workshop Bear Hugs Founda-
tion, through their Bearemy’s Kennel Pals® 
grant program awarded The Cat House on 
the Kings $2500!

Bearemy’s Kennel Pals is a collection of plush dogs that 
generates funds for the support of pet programs.  Build-

A-Bear Workshop® do-
nates one dollar from 
the sale of each full-
sized furry friend to the 
Build-A-Bear Workshop 
Bear Hugs Foundation 
to support domestic pet 
programs including local 
animal shelters, stray 
pet rescue and rehabili-
tation organizations, pet 
education programs, 

and other direct pet care initiatives.  THANK YOU BUILD-
A-BEAR!

The Cat House on the Kings recently received 
a generous donation of “Tickle Pickle” catnip cat 
toys and Tickle Tassel catnip cat toys from Tip-
syNip Organic 
Cat Products 
as a thank you 
for a success-
ful Facebook 
cross-promo-
tion. The cert-
fied organic, 
made- in-Ver-
mont treats look 
like large pick-
les (hence the 
name, “Tickle 
Pickle”) and 
they have been 
an instant suc-
cess with Cat 
House on the 
Kings cats. Please visit their website and check 
out their product line of organic catnip and toys! 

http://www.tipsynip.com/

A Note from our Amazing
Facebook Coordinator:
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The Cat House on the Kings is a private, nonprofit, 
no-cage, no-kill sanctuary, rescue and adoption 
center for cats run solely on donations and 
out-of-pocket funding by our founder Lynea 
Lattanzio.

h

The Cat House is open to visitors daily by appointment 
only (except major holidays)
Hours 8:00am -11:00am; 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
We are located near Reedley, CA. Southeast of Fresno.





Le
tt

er
s

Watch for our story in an 
upcoming issue of USA Today!
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Holy Moly! What an operation!
I was glad to get to meet Lynea. She took the time to give me a full, end-to-
end tour and we took all the dogs for a walk in the process. Everyone was 
very sweet, and I even came within inches of adopting Hoss the Basset 
Hound with the bad leg (I already have two basset hounds). 

Devan Paddock
Director of Public Relations
VIP Petcare Services
707-620-2244
800-427-7973
Devan@happypet.com

Thank you, Devan, for the donation of cardboard cat carriers.  You saved 
us $1700.00!
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 We are sad to report that Gayle 
Jorgensen, who was featured in our 
last newsletter has succumbed to brain 
cancer.

Damon Cade Sprouse 
From Kurt and Lana Perry

Damon Cade Sprouse 
From Scott and Katie Seabaugh

Ruth Berry 
From Gerald and Bonnie Lund

Spankey 
From Carol Ramsey

Pumpkin 
From Augusta Golian

Haley 
From Caryn Quattracchi

Patsi 
From Couch Potato Crafts

Jack Cat 
From Linda Switzer

Norma Pihlak 
From Janet Sorensen

Kyle 
From Ellen Engleman

Snoopy 
From Lisa Casteel

Sophia 
From Angela Vella Hazard

Sam Bunge 
From Kathleen Bunge

Gucci & Kay Dee 
From Sue Ann Sullivan

Yankee 
From Dominic Nappi

Felicia 
From Joann Odd

Nico and Luna 
From Alejandra Woodhouse

Sadie Malone 
From Jennifer Smith

Fluffy & Betty 
From Pauline Maghakian

Ralph (A Great Ranch Cat) 
From Joy Boyce

Neil Albertson 
From Jo Pope

AI-E 
from D Peters

Sophie 
from Ellen McAfee

Concha 
from Pia Brock

Irene Thomson 
from Karen Lozier

Bud Twinks, Scruffy & Buns 
From Lisa Miller

Calvin Soukup 
from Deborah and Steven
Baby From Gina Randazzo

Connie Krouskup From Donald 
Krouskup

Candy Jacobsen 
From Donnette Piccininno

Candy Jacobsen 
From Nancy Parkenson

Volunteer Spotlight, Tammy Barker
Tammy is Lynea’s “right hand woman” at The Cat 
House.  She can be counted on to do just about any-
thing, from rescuing animals in distress to successful-
ly chairing the semi- annual Cat House on the Kings 
open houses.  (Ed. Note: next one is May 5th)

Tammy was born into an animal loving family and 
has photos of herself at the age of one with her Great 
Dane, Duke. Her love of cats started with Hershey, 
a Siamese kitten given to her by her step dad when 
Tammy was in the 7th grade.

Tammy was a responsible young pet owner from an early age.  Like most kids, 
Tammy would promise to feed and clean up after whatever pet she wanted to 
add to her menagerie.  Unlike most kids, Tammy followed through on her prom-
ise to care for the animals.  So much so that she didn’t want anyone else to do 
it, because she “wanted it done right”.

It was spring, 1998 when Tammy found herself trying to find homes for several 
litters of kittens she had taken into her care.  A friend at her favorite pet store 
suggested she call Lynea at The Cat House on the Kings to see if she could 
help.  Lynea took two litters of Siamese kittens which are the easiest to find 
homes for. Tammy also learned a lot from Lynea about saving more lives, treat-
ing fleas and worms and how to get low cost vaccinations.

For the next few years, Tammy called Lynea every kitten season for help.  By 
2002 she started volunteering at the Cat House, doing everything from scoop-
ing litter boxes to medicating cats. Tammy was responsible for getting Petco on 
Blackstone near Ashlan in Fresno to allow her to bring animals for adoption on 
Saturdays.  After many Saturdays making two round trips (32 miles each way) 
to pick up and drop off kitties at the Cat House, Tammy formed a foster group 
to take care of the ones who didn’t get adopted, then bring them back to Petco 
the following Saturday. 

Tammy and fellow volunteer Kathy Scheer are regular visitors to the Central 
California SPCA to rescue animals about to be put down.  This is by far the most 
heartbreaking job, as you can’t take them all, and you know the fate of the ones 
you leave behind.

Tammy’s long suffering husband Terry and daughter Amanda have made it 
possible for Tammy to follow her dream.  She spends at least two days every 
week at The Cat House, volunteering, and puts over 5,000 minutes a month on 
her cell phone answering people’s questions about cats.  Wednesday is Spay 
Day and Tammy makes a 65 mile round trip to get cats altered (did I mention 
that Tammy hates to drive?).

Tammy has taken over the administration of the Accounts Receivable, she still 
does adoptions at Petco and transports cats out of town to other rescues at 
least 5 times a year.  She is also a member of the Board of Directors at The Cat 
House on the Kings.  (Did I mention she has cats, dogs and a cockatiel to care 
for at home?)

Lynea, staff and volunteers really love this self-described “Crazy Cat Lady” who 
does so much for The Cat House on the Kings.  Thank you, Tammy, for being 
a “Little Lynea”.
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 Candy Jacobsen 
From Toni Jones

Candy Jacobsen 
From Heather Roberts

Candy Jacobsen 
From KatsNjazz

Candy Jacobsen 
From Karen Stinson

Candy Jacobsen 
From Victoria Brooks
Calli From Lou Stoker

Gucci & Kay Dee 
from Sue Ann Sullivan

Candy Jacobsen 
From Donna Armel

Candy Jacobsen 
From Snow Angels

Candy Jacobsen 
From Dorothy Lewis

Gayle Jorgensen 
From Elaine Belval

Candy Jacobsen 
From Sandra & Donnie Caruthers 

Candy Jacobsen 
From Priscilla Herrick

Zoe 
From Paula White

Candy Jacobsen 
From James and Joan Kozera

Gayle Jorgensen 
From Agrium U.S. INC

Candy Jacobsen 
From Nanci Squier-Beem

Jim Hamilton and Rovette 
From Sara Hamilton

Candy Jacobsen 
From Ruth & Don Bricker

Candy Jacobsen 
From Susan Gallagher
Henry From Donald & Joan Castle

Calvin Soukup 
From Deborah & Steven Soukup

Gary Lundsford SR. 
From Gary & Carolyn

Gayle Jorgensen 
From Crop Production Services

Cats that enchanted my life 
From Thomas and Gwendolyn Harvey

Ralph 
From Pamela Kaiser

Calvin Soukup 
From Deborah & Steven Soukup

Mathew Morgan 
From Michelle and Jason Cline

Surrenders dropped 24.2% once NYC 
implemented a Low Cost Vet Mobile.  

For years, Lynea has wanted to bring spays and neuters to the public, if 
we can’t get the public to bring their animals in on their own.  If you’d like 
to donate to this cause, please earmark your donation for Mobile Vet Van.  
Thank you!

I honor of reaching over $3 Billion in 
sales this year, the Petco Founda-
tion allowed each of their stores to 
make a cash donation to a deserv-
ing animal-welfare partner of their 
choice.  Here, Paul Jolly presents a 
check to Tammy Barker from their 
Blackstone and Ashlan store 
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From Anna Brunet

Gary Zurakowski 
From Anna Brunet

Dianna Miller 
From Stephanie Mead

Joy Holmes & Tina Cousins 
From Colleen Crouch

Patricia Anne Jesse 
From Carrie Loftus

Caleb and Phen Wright 
From Carol Leminger

Mother, Isabelle, baby and all the cats 
From Jo Rambaud

Gladys McDonald & Arnie Anderson 
From Jennifer Anderson

Sheila Butterworth 
From C.Q Holmes

Amanda Motonaga 
From Diana and Leonard Davis

Judy Moon & Bob Otness 
From Santa Cruz Vanguard Realtors Inc.

Claudy & Geraldine King 
From Kathleen King-Kaze

Kim Peters 
From Diane Flake

Diane Flake 
From Kim Peters

Kim Page 
From Joanne Shimoguchi

Ted, David, Amy Andrus 
From Jessica Taylor

Craig and Shay Parrish 
From Linda Korn

Antoinette Tokunaga 
From Rochelle Somers

Cindy & Pat Eller, Cate and Ray 
From Candi Carmichael

Kevin and Jeff 
From Vieva Kendig 

Rebecca Hall, Bree and Layla 
From Joanne Shimoguchi

Deborah Peters 
From Ann Cheslaw 

Alderson Family 
From Winda Lee

Lesli Lawrence 
From Eileen Brown

June Foster 
From Maria Soto

Retardo and Squeaky  
From Mark Rodighiero

Kent & Lee Mackinnon 
From Gennie MacKinnon

Robin Anderson and the cats and dogs 
From Mr. Vandervoet

Elaine at Main Coon Adoptions 
From Laura Arendal De Zacarias

Stephanie Curry, May Helen Garcia, Olga 
Montelongo, Carole Cheek, Stephanie 
Doyle 
From Wilfred Alire

Shellie Bering 
From Tamra and Merle Clifford

Candy Jacobsen 
From EC Network

Candy Jacobsens Cats 
From Cynthia Dewolfe

Minerva Scheffel 
From Mara Rosenthal

Minerva Scheffel 
From Leana Lorio

Shay Parrish 
From Linda Korn

Volunteers
Foster Homes

Newspaper
Bleach

Paper Towels
Pine Cleaner
Recyclables

The above items can be dropped off at Petco on 
Blackstone near Ashlan in Fresno, or at the shelter

Amazon Wish List:  

Gift Cards From:

Always Needed:

http://www.amazon.com/registry/wishlist/2H9UU3LYHWISQ/

Brooms-Commercial
Elevated Dog Beds

Lectro-Kennel Heated Dog Pad

Home Depot
Lowes

Smart & Final
Costco

Walmart

Custom Save Mart Shares Cards Available FREE
If you show our card at Save Mart, a portion of your purchase goes to The Cat 
House on the Kings. E-mail info@cathouseonthekings.com and order one for each 
grocery shopper you know!

A thank you to my readers and goodbye:
I have enjoyed bringing you news of The Cat House on the 
Kings for the past two years almost as much as I’ve enjoyed 
gathering it.  All good things must come to an end, and sad-
ly, this will be my last newsletter. 

Lynea still has much to accomplish and I’ve assured her she 
will get there in her lifetime with supporters like you.  With 
her genes, she should have another 30 years, so I’m count-
ing on all of you to continue to spread the word about the 
phenomenal work she is accomplishing.
If you haven’t already, please “friend” us on Facebook, as 
our publicity shy volunteer coordinator does an amazing 
job.
At this point I will still be designing and warehousing Cat 
House merchandise, so you can reach me through the 
“shop” tab on the website:  www.cathouseonthekings.com/
shop  Thank you for reading, but most of all, thank you for 
supporting the Cat House on the Kings.
Rochelle (Lynea’s sister)


